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Legal Notice

The author and publisher of this Ebook and the accompanying materials have used their
best efforts in preparing this Ebook. The author and publisher make no representation
or warranties with respect to the accuracy, applicability, fithess, or completeness of the
contents of this Ebook. The information contained in this Ebook is strictly for educational
purposes. Therefore, if you wish to apply ideas contained in this Ebook, you are taking
full responsibility for your actions.

The author and publisher disclaim any warranties (express or implied), merchantability,
or fitness for any particular purpose. The author and publisher shall in no event be held
liable to any party for any direct, indirect, punitive, special, incidental or other
consequential damages arising directly or indirectly from any use of this material, which
is provided “as is”, and without warranties.

As always, the advice of a competent legal, tax, accounting or other professional should
be sought. The author and publisher do not warrant the performance, effectiveness or
applicability of any sites listed or linked to in this Ebook. All links are for information
purposes only and are not warranted for content, accuracy or any other implied or
explicit purpose.
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Chapter 1 — Vintage Car Restoration

Do you love old cars? Vintage cars are shown ligctors throughout the country in shows and
admired wherever they go. Owners of older carshthee been virtually brought back to life
have a double sense of pride if they have perfortinedestoration themselves.

There is a difference between automobile restaraiad simple rebuilding. A rebuilt car can
contain any type of part. True restoration, cdesi$ getting as much authenticity into the
automobile as possible, right down to the hub cdpee car will only retain the value if itis
restored back to its original condition, not rebunto a different car. While “pimping” a car

may be popular at the moment, a restored car igsomgal to take us back in time, not remind us
of the present.

The process of car restoration encompasses ndahgigiarts of the car that can be seen by
others, but also the mechanical components shésddoa restored to their original condition.
Vintage car restoration is an art form unto itsédiftakes people years to restore classic, vintage
cars properly.

Vintage automobile restoration involves the proadstisassembling the entire car, cleaning and
either replacing or repairing the original partsl éimen reassembling the vehicle. In order for the
car to maintain its original value, it must be oeet with all of the proper parts. In most cases,
the engine must be completely rebuilt.

A person who wants to restore a vintage automaiitelld have extensive knowledge about
cars. Mechanical knowledge is as important asglbady work to the car. In most automotive
shops, body work and mechanical work are two difietrades. Someone who wants to restore
vintage cars has to know both aspects of car repair

In addition, a car restoration includes the inteabthe car. It is usually more desirable to iepa
the upholstery, if at all possible. Naturally, ywill not be able to get a replacement seat for a
1955 Chevy, but you can recover the seats in nadgeghat mirror those used for a 1955 Chevy.

A car that is merely replaced with lookalike pdrés not been properly restored. A vintage car
can be worth quite a bit of money to a collectat ifas been carefully restored to its original
condition. This usually means that you will hasedb quite a bit of searching to find parts and
paint for your car.

Speaking of paint, you will want to use the oridipaint, if possible, to repaint the car. There
are many different places where you can purchaseriginal car paint, or one as close as
possible. We will be discussing places to purclpasts and accessories later in this book.

You need to have patience, time, space to worknasrtey in which to buy parts and materials.
Most important of all, you must have a love forsalf you love old cars and do not want to see
them put to rest in the junk yard, this is your ogipnity to give them a new lease on life.
Although it can be costly, the restoration can beadover a period of time to accommodate your
budget. You will need a place to work on thearad storage for the automobile when it is not
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in use.

There are business that practice the art of vintageestoration. They can generally restore a
vintage auto in much less time than you will becablhose who collect automobiles or do not
have the time or inclination to work on the progestten send their cars to such businesses.

Money can also be made by learning how to restmtage automobiles. Once you have
successfully completed one restoration project,iyay find you miss your hobby. Itis
common for people who restore automobiles to caetinith this hobby throughout their
lifetime. As they can only use so many cars, thiggn sell those they no longer want and make
quite a profit.

Vintage automobile restoring is an art form ungelit If you plan on doing this as a weekend

project, it can take years. Itis, however, wallh it. There is nothing like revving up the
engine in the car that you loving restored badie¢o
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Chapter 2 — Things You Need

Before embarking on your project, make sure thattyave all of the right equipment. In
addition to mechanical tools, such as a lug wresathyou will also need body work equipment
and protective gear and clothing for yourself.

Some of the items you should have on hand befagabimg your project include the following:

* Rubber gloves

» Face mask

* Eye goggles

* Abrasive pads

» Electric drill

» Electric sander with different heads for sanding buffing
* Glazing putty

» Cartape (masking tape is fine)

* Magnetic cloths

» Power paint sprayer

e Wax
e Primer
* Paint

Remember that it is just as important to protectrgelf and your environment when you begin
restoring your vintage car. Make sure that youngeagles and a respirator, especially when
working with sanding and painting.
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Chapter 3 — Before You Begin

Do you know how to take a car apart and put it Hagether? What about an engine? Do you
know where the interior parts of the car belong® ybu have a good understanding about how
they work?

What about the body of a car? Do you know howttip sff the original paint of a car? What
about repainting a car? Do you know much about tworeupholster car seats?

These are just some of what you should know if pt@am on restoring your vintage car. While it
may seem daunting at first, you need to take tbgprinto pieces. All of the information that
you need to do this job can be found either in Bawkon the internet. You just have to show
the desire to want to learn.

There is an old riddle that asks “how do you eatlaphant?” The answer is “one bite at a
time.” This is the best attitude to take wherkiog over the automobile that you are going to
restore. Just take it one part at a time and lasiyou go. Love for cars and the ability and
desire to learn are all that you need.

One thing that you will need to know is where yo@ planning on doing this work and where
the car will be stored. In most cases, the plag®iir own garage. The restoration will most
likely take place in the garage as the car willlbmable to be moved about during most of the
process.

If you do not have a garage and plan to work orrélséoration in the driveway of your home,
make sure that you check with your building codeniadstrator to make sure this is allowed. In
some neighborhoods, cars are not allowed to baspheg on blocks, which is how your car will
be a good part of the time.

Things that you will need are basic mechanic taslgvell as a power stripper. As you continue
with the project, you may need additional toolsvtrk on the chassis. As some tools, such as a
power sander, can be expensive to purchase, yooftaanrent them from some auto stores. lItis
also a good idea to network with other restoraéigperts so that you can not only learn tips, but
also borrow tools.

Once you find out the type of car that you are pilag on restoring, make sure that you find out
everything about it. There are manuals put oug\@ry car that is made. These manuals often
turn up on Ebay or other online auction sites aedsald to restorers. You may have the car, but
chances are that you do not have the manual. ultgke a look online, chances are that you will
be able to find what you are looking for.

You will need to know how to rebuild an engine.islits a task unto itself, but can be learned
simply by going online. If you have not taken aufomotive courses in the mechanical
workings of an automobile, this may be the timéddt, prior to when you begin the restoration
process. Chances are, however, if you are thinkiragit restoring a car on your own, that you
already have extensive knowledge about cars.
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What type of car are you going to restore? Theeedifference between restoring an old Model
T and a 1960s muscle car. For one thing, partmah easier to find for the later model cars
than what are considered “antique” cars. Yout preject should be something a bit easier on a
car that does not cost you a lot of money. Asgeltbetter at this craft, you will be able to

move on to bigger projects.

The following is a list of what you need to knowfdre embarking on a car restoration project of
your own:

How much is the car? If the car is something btizet been in the family for awhile and you want
to restore it out of sentimental value, this ioadjway to get started. While most of us think of
vintage car restoration as being what are termédlassic” cars that have held their value
through the years, such as the 1950s Chevys, seopdegiseek to restore vintage cars that,
although not valuable, remind them of fond memories

If you are thinking of restoring a vintage car auyown, here are some other things that you
need to know before you get started:

* Isthe car solid? Some cars have a rotted flaatriths to be completely replaced. In some
cases, the car can fall apart if the floor is @tterough. You do not want to be spending a
lot of time and money on a project that is doonmddilure. Take the car into a shop and
have it looked at by a professional. Have theinytel what is wrong with the car and what
needs to be replaced before embarking on the prolemay prove to be too costly. This is
especially important if you are buying the carrestoration.

» If you decide to buy a car to restore, be waryd#dls.” Some cars are so rotted through that
no restorer wants to touch them. For your firgfjget, do something simple, just to get a feel
of the craft. Later, as you get to know the warldiintage car restoration, you can work on
bigger and better projects.

» Make a list of exactly what needs to be fixed ardthas to be replaced. Take a good look
at the chassis. A car floor is very expensiveefdace. Pull up the carpet and see if the floor
is rotted through because of rust. There is anodde that “rust is the only thing holding this
car together.” Not true - rust will cause the twacompletely fall apart. Small pockets of
rust can be sanded and repaired, but if the whade fs a pile of rust, the project is going to
be expensive.

» Figure out where you are going to get the part$hferestoration. Start looking around
online and in the area for vintage car parts. khaa the internet, you can find just about
anything you need online.

» Set aside a budget to work with. This will mokely be an ongoing project, so you may
want to establish a monthly budget towards theestoration so things do not get too out of
hand.

* Most importantly - realize that your first try &storing a vintage car may not turn out like a
brand new vehicle. Cut yourself a little bit oisk and understand that few people turn out
masterpieces on their first try. It is pretty e@rtthat Picasso turned out something pretty
bad on his first attempt at painting, too.
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By having a grasp on what you are going to neatbt@n approximate cost of the project and
your final expectations of the project, you shobddready to begin your first vintage car
restoration project!
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Chapter 4 — Types Of Cars To Restore

Obviously, different vintage cars have differenlieea Restoring an Antique car, such as a
Model T, would require a lot more effort than restg the 1978 Gremlin that has been sitting in
the garage for years. Naturally, the Model T wdaddworth a lot more money.

Some of the more popular cars that are restorethase from the 1950s and 1960s. These cars
have withstood the test of time and are very papraong collectors. Others are considered
“antique” cars. Any old car can be restored, lewt people are willing to put a lot of money into
a car that will not have any value after the redton process.

The most common cars that are being restored bgtprindividuals today include the following
groups:

Muscle Cars

Muscle cars describe high performance cars witl3 &€Wjine that were made in the United
States between 1964 and 1975. They were neveraef® “muscle cars” back in their day.
They were simply called “cars” or “supercars.” Viveere extremely fast and often used for
illegal drag racing on street. Most of the peapl® owned muscle cars were young men.

There are over 75 different types of Muscle Caas Were made in the United States during this
era. Just about ever car manufacturer made alencesc They came in mid sized, compact and
what was called “pony car” versions.

Some of the most popular Muscle Cars that are edveiday include

e Pontiac GTO
 Ford Torino

* Plymouth Duster
e Ford Fairlane

* Ford Mustang

* Chevy Nova
*  AMC Hornet
* Dodge Dart

* Dodge Charger
* Mercury Cyclone

This is just a brief list. Muscle cars are pritsdcollectors and these cars from the late 1960s
and 1970s are often displayed in collector car shaevoss the country.

Antique Cars

Antiques are usually classified as items that asx @00 years old. Some people will tell you
that antiques can be as little as 50 years ole déiinition varies depending upon who is trying
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to sell you what.

Antique cars are not the same as classic carsitage cars. Antique cars usually refer to those
made post WWII. The Ford Model T is a classic eglenof an Antique car.

Very few people try to restore an antique car &irtbwn garage. Antigue cars are collected by
people who generally have a lot of money and spaséore them. They are highly coveted by
the wealthy.

Antique cars usually parade in special shows. Twegot run fast on the roads and have to have
a special “antiques” license in order to be allowadhe road. They are often put on display,

but not used for practical purposes. In other wpydu are not going to take the old Model T
down to the store to get a gallon of milk.

Cars that were part of the pre WWI era often hadll@anks to get them to start. These have
been replaced by modern transmissions and engirfese are very few true antique cars around
today and those that remain are extremely valudblou are fortunate to be able to get your
hands on a pre WWII car, do not let it be yourtfds it yourself car restoration project.

If restored properly, an antique car can sell fomdreds of thousands of dollars to a collector.
Classic Cars

We often see examples of restored classic cars wiayo to outdoor auto shows in the summer.
People are eager to show off their fully restorledsic cars to the general public. Those who
restore classic cars often belong to the Classic3lid of America.

Original rules of the Classic Car Club of Americasathat the car had to be made between 1925
and 1948. However, the rules are not strictlyoled. When it comes to car restoration of
“classic cars,” generally anything over 25 yeatsislconsidered a classic.

Depending upon the group that you join, you magnay not be able to exhibit your 1970s
muscle car. Many of the classic car clubs exfubly the cars from the 1950s and early 1960s.
These cars, often referred to as ‘Yank Tanks” lmgéhabroad, are roughly the size of a small
boat. They are popular among collectors and,dpprly restored, driveable.

According to the true Classic Car collectors, asiacar has to have the following qualities in
order for it to be deemed a true classic:

» Has to be built within the time period
» Has to be high priced and a luxury automobile attime it was built

Those who are strict classic car enthusiasts valhtain that by 1948, classic cars had virtually

stopped existing. Mass production of cars was wreits way by this time and were affordable
by just about everyone. The days of the luxugssic cars ended shortly before the 1950s.
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Vintage Cars

According to the Classic Car Club of America, ViggeCars are those that were built before
1930 and after the end of WWI. Cars built beford/\\are considered “Veteran Cars.”

Most people today refer to “vintage cars” as arepfthr. Cars from the 1950s, 1960s and even
the 1970s are commonly referred to as “Vintage.tarbese are the cars that are most popular
with those who seek to restore cars on their own.

The cars from the 1950s are especially popular gotlectors and restoration experts and are
shown in exhibitions across the country.

No matter what type of car you are planning onomsg), you should take the following tips to
avoid a lot of heartache:

* Make sure that you pay less than $500 for the Ear.your first job, you do not want to sink
a lot of money into the project.

» Check the car out thoroughly before agreeing tadtred

* Once restored, register the car with the AntiqueAZsociation for a special license plate if
it has been made prior to 1948.

* Make sure that you have a safe and warm plac®te #te car when you are not working on
it.

* Make sure that you have a temperature controlladeptio store the car during the winter
months after it has been restored.

Restoring any type of car, whether it is classiotage, antique, veteran, a muscle car or the old
Pontiac station wagon takes basically the samedjgaowledge. As parts are more difficult
and expensive to get for the truly old cars, siech 4925 Ford, it sometimes makes better sense
for the home vintage car restorer to work on thtbaé are a lot less costly to both purchase and
restore.
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Chapter 5 — Interior Restoration

After you have looked over the car and realizedhieng that has to be done with it, you are
best to begin with the interior of the car. Take the seats and pull up the carpeting on the
floor, assuming that there is carpeting on therfloo

The upholstery may be salvageable. Reupholstarcey seat can take quite a bit of work and
should be done correctly. You are going to needstime type of material that was used in the
original upholstery, such as vinyl, leather or fabin most cases, you will need vinyl.

Chances are that the padding under the seat adllreded to be replaced. Padding and vinyl can
be purchased at any fabric store where you cangaistmols that can be used in the
reupholstering project.

If you need vinyl cords, you can purchase themnentir in a store that specializes in upholstery
products. After you have removed the upholstery @adding, you should clean the seat,
remove any rust and check the springs. If thengprare rusty or rotted, they should be replaced.

Once you have taken the seat apart, cleaned tred afieiny rust and replaced any springs that
were bad, you can then begin to replace the paddinvgell as the vinyl. There are many
different methods when it comes to upholsteringseats. This is normally done with small
nails that are covered up by cording. Unlike fture upholstering, which uses ordinate studs,
car seat upholstering is sleek, and less elabofidte.most important aspect to remember is that
you will have to make sure that the material ig tauer the frame of the seat before beginning to
affix it to the seat.

The seats should be set aside and the floor insphéait any rust. Any rust can be cleared away
with a sandblaster, provided that it is not too bad has not rotted through the floor. If the floo
has been rotted through, you will need to replac&is involves basically taking the entire car
apart and putting it back together. In most casasiplete floor repair is not worth the effort. In
the previous chapter, you read about things to fookrior to starting the hobby.

Once the floor has been cleaned, the new carpdiearstalled. This is not difficult and carpet
remnants can be picked up relatively inexpensivedyyever, you will want to match the original
carpet with the new carpet as close as possible.

Also in the interior of the car, you need to takeak at the dashboard and steering wheel. Take
a look under the dashboard and see what is wodadgwhat is not. Chances are that many of
the electronic items are shot. These will haviee@leaned and rewired.

If the parts on the dashboard have seen betteradad/are in dire need of replacement, you are
going to have to find replacement parts for youkenanodel and year of car. You can begin by
perusing catalogs or looking online.

It cannot be stressed enough the importance ohgelg to a club when you are starting this
hobby. Club members will be eager to help youdriind places to get parts. Chances are that
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you are going to need to replace a lot of partthercar, if you want to do a proper job. You are
best to have as many options open to you whemmesao finding part replacement.

Take the dashboard apart and clean everythinguigbig. In some cases, the plastic covering
the dashboard may be cracked. Depending on thefdhe car, this may be glass. This is
relatively simple to fix. Plastic and glass carcbhéto measure for the dashboard at a glass
company or a hardware store. Make sure that yolace the cover of the dashboard with what
was used in the original car.

All instruments on the dashboard should be cleamedany rust removed. If an instrument is
beyond repair, you have no choice but to find da@gment part. Remember, in order for your
restoration to be authentic, you need to use thegzarts that were used in the original car. If
you cannot get the exact same part, you can usalarsnodel from the same time period.

Make sure you also check out the carpeting inringktand the interior of the glove
compartment. The entire interior of the car shdaddspotlessly clean, as if it came out of the
showroom. The interior of the restoration is jasimportant as the exterior so complete this
task with care and efficiency.

If you are working on this project during the evegs or on the weekends, this may take a month
to get it right. Do not lose patience and make shiat you take your time in making the interior
sparkle.

Do not put the seats back into the car until yaucose to completing the restoration project.
Cover them with plastic and put them in a safeelac

Quick Tip:
Upholstery is not an easy craft to just “take udf’the upholstery on the car is in halfway

decent condition and is not ripped, try cleaningiith an upholstery cleaning solution. There
are even companies that provide this service.

Itis still a good idea, however, to remove thearowg and inspect the padding and springs of the

seat, especially if the car is over 25 years diavill be easier, however, to recover the seahwit
the older upholstery and more authentic, than tortaw fabric or vinyl and start from scratch.
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Chapter 6 — Body Restoration

Chances are that the body of the car is not itést of shape. The frame of the car, however, is
the first thing that people are going to noticeou¥vant to make sure that the car is restored as
close to the original condition as possible.

The frame of the car is made of metal. You wikaeo take it apart, one piece at a time, and
remove any rust. Chances are that you are goihgue to strip the paint and repaint the parts.

Take this one step at atime. You can remove tloel lof the car, the roof, the trunk and the
doors to make it easier. Cover the interior witlspc. Clean everything thoroughly and remove
all rust from the interior as well as the exterior.

It is very important, at this step, to inspect fitzene of the car to make sure that it is straight.
the frame is damaged, it is more cost efficienef@ace the part that is damaged than to try to
straighten it out, unless you have a body shopchvaf what you decide to replace or repair will
depend on your skills and equipment at your disposa

If you are replacing certain panels of the cas tiil require welding it back onto the frame.

Sandblasting is the easiest way to remove theiexigaint as well as rust. Sandblasting
equipment can be costly, but can be rented atinestalets. Sandblasting will strip the paint of
the car to the bare metal and then you can start fcratch.

Once you have the car completely sandblasted, st beibuffed and smoothed. Again, you will
be inspecting for dents as they will be very appiawéhen the car is repainted. The buffing and
smoothing of the car is time consuming, but is seagy for the body of the car to look like it
just came off the showroom floor. The processoisame that is done overnight, but can be
accomplished in a weekend.

When all of the metal painted parts of the car Haaen removed of rust, paint and any dents or
“dings,” and the surface has been buffed smooth tine to spray primer on the car.

Painting a car requires a power sprayer that id écgeautomobiles. In most cases, this is done
in a special warehouse as the fumes are toxigoufplan to do this in your garage, make sure
that you have plenty of ventilation and wear a magirevent breathing in the toxic fumes from
the paint as well as the primer.

Auto paint is often called enamel. It is a higbtncentrated oil based paint. This is what gives
the car the shine. A primer must be used befaredn can be painted so that the paint will
adhere to the metal.

Spraying is necessary to give an even coat. Yduwant to use a high pressure paint sprayer to
complete this job so that it does not have the anrdbok to it. You have probably noticed
some cars on the street that look as if they hadeshpaint job done in their garage. You want
to avoid this look.

Copyright © All Rights Reserved CreativeNicheGraphics.com



Classic Cars — Vintage Car Restoration Tips

The paint should be as close to the original coldhe car as you can get. Paint colors change
each year and chances are, the paint that oncedgyaar car is no longer made. You can easily
find out what brand and color was used by goingneror referring the manual. Once you have
discovered this, call the manufacturer of the pantd see if they still have it. Chances are that
they will not, but will be able to recommend a @anatching color.

There are places online that can match the colpawit for your car to that of the original color.
Save a paint chip and shop around. There aretlordg primary colors in paint and two
pigments. The original paint used on your car 8®f a mixture of these materials.

Quick Tip:

Use the same brand paint (such as PPG or DuPoat)wias originally used on the car. Not all
paints are equal and you want to get either an eraatich or as close to an exact match as
possible.

Of course, prior to painting your car parts, yoll want to remove tires, cover the interior as
well as the trunk and under the hood and makethateeach part is in good condition. The
doors should be working well and the interior o ttoors should be cleaned. The windows
should roll up and down with ease. When paintiregganels, you want to make sure that you
paint only the panels and not other parts of the ca

After priming and painting, you will also have teeua sealer. The technique of painting a car is
one that takes quite some time and requires seveads of paint. In between coats, the panels
are buffed. This is what gives the car the ultersdtine.

Once the sealer is has been put on the car, |etthiele sit and dry for at least 72 hours.
Working on the exterior of the car is the most tico@suming of the entire vintage car
restoration project. It is also the most rewardilrgorder to make sure that you do things
properly, use the best equipment that you can fwdnot try to “cut corners,” especially when
working on the exterior.

Car restoration is an exciting art, but should beedcorrectly or else all of your efforts will be a
waste of time.
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Chapter 7 — Mechanical Restoration

Unless you want to put the car back together amndttaround, you are going to want to get it to
be able to run. If you know something about howaaworks, you will be able to accomplish
this relatively simply. If you have no idea abthg# mechanics of a car, now is a really good
time to learn.

Begin by taking apart the engine parts and cleathiagh. All of the mechanical parts and wires
that are under the hood, or, in the case of a Walken Beetle, in the trunk, must be taken out
and cleaned.

The engine has to be rebuilt. All of the composéhat make the engine run, such as the starter,
alternator, radiator, carburetor and distributbgudd be rebuilt to the way they were when the
car originally left the factory.

You want to use the same parts that were usedlte tha engine. This means you will have to
do a lot of digging for the exact parts for the makd model of your car. All of the parts that
you use should be new and in working order. It pribbably take some time to get all of the
parts and then you have to rebuild the engine.

The other mechanical parts will have to be takeartagnd cleaned. Some parts may be easy to
clean and repair and have a longer lasting lifek&lsure that you check the belts, gears, any
worn bearings, oil pump and the transmission. oAthe moving parts should be cleaned
thoroughly and restored to the specifications efrttanufacturer in order to properly restore the
car.

If you are an auto mechanic, this part of the masitan process will be time consuming, but not
difficult. You probably know how to take apart @ngine and rebuild a transmission, if you
have been certified. If you do not have vast meidad skills, however, this will be a very
difficult, but crucial part of the project. Mecheal car parts are not cheap and to spend money
on them only to not have it work, can be frustigmd expensive.

In addition to getting the engine in good workirrger, you want it to look as clean as possible.
During the course of most car shows, the hood éneg and people take a look at the engine.
You not only want the engine to work, but you wiaikd shine as well.

Chemicals to clean the grease and oil that accuesuia the engine chassis can be toxic and
give off fumes. Make sure that you wear protectie¢hing, gloves and a mask when you are
working on cleaning these items.

When you take the car to the first show, you whatinterior of the car to sparkle as well as the
exterior. Make sure that you not only get the pagn good working order, but that it is
extremely clean inside. Some people polish theralrparts of the rebuilt engine that are
normally painted black and leave them in their redltchrome state to get them to sparkle.

Quick Tip:
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Most of the older cars have a manual transmissiath @ gearshift instead of an automatic
transmission. Be sure that you understand aboukiwg on a manual transmission when you
begin your project

Remember that working on the mechanical aspetteojob, although messy, is just as important
as the body of the car. Although you may feel thatone sees it,” if you want to restore a
vintage automobile the right way, you will taketjas good care of the engine and mechanical
components as you will the exterior of the car.
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Chapter 8 — Accessories

The accessories of the car may be the last thaigythu work on when restoring your vintage
car. The accessories include the chrome bumparsyrss tail lights, tires and hub caps. Like
everything else, they should be restored to pestondition.

All chrome accessories should be removed and paligh a high shine. Chrome is not difficult
to polish. You can use just about anything onntlaeket to polish chrome.

You also need to make sure that you straightemmytdents in the bumpers. This can be done
by knocking them out from the back with a soft haanmif the bumper is too far gone, you may
want to replace it.

Remember that your goal is to get the car to lo@cty as it did when it rolled off the original
assembly line. You may have to do some shopping @hrome bumper to match the make,

model and year of your car. It will be well wottie effort, however, as this is one thing that
people tend to notice about cars.

Make sure that all of the fine details on the chedsamper measure up to factory specifications.
The polished and completed chrome bumpers cantasple in plastic until it is time to
reassemble the car.

Other accessories include rear view mirrors ane sidgrors. Again, make sure that they are the
right mirrors for the right car. In most cases thirrors can be polished and continue in their
use. If painted, they should be repainted withstime paint as the color of the car. If they are
plastic, just clean them. If the mirror glassriagoked or rusty, have it replaced.

The tail lights may be cracked or not in good wogkorder. Rewiring the tail lights to work
should be no problem, but getting the actual igiitlof a 1956 Chevy may take some effort. In
some cases, the frame of the tail light can beagagd and just the glass or plastic replaced. This
is more cost effective and easier than huntingraddar a matching tail light.

The grill on the front of the car must also be raké& and cleaned. Chances are it is made of
chrome so it will be polished to a high shine jikst all of the other parts.

Tires will have to be replaced. You want as ckosthe same make and model of the year that
the car was built. Find out what type of tires evased for your car and get them matched as
close as possible.

If you still have the original hubcaps, you aréirsif pretty. Another chrome part, these can be
polished up and made to really sparkle. Resistrgks to get “new and improved” hubcaps for
the tires. Remember, you are restoring the vefnde“pimping your ride.”

Chances are that you do not have all of the oridginbcaps for the car. Hubcaps are the most

common objects that are either stolen from theocéwst when the car runs over a large pothole.
Again, find out what type of hubcaps were usedytr car and look for them.
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Quick Tip:

Try your best to restore your car to its originandition by using authentic parts. If this is not
possible, use parts that are very similar and tbaty the most discerning eye can detect.

Copyright © All Rights Reserved CreativeNicheGraphics.com



Classic Cars — Vintage Car Restoration Tips

Chapter 9 — Electrical Components

It is a pretty good bet that the radio and thelckbat are on the dashboard of your car do not
work. Chances are that the clock, which is moaa tlikely not digital, worked for about ten
minutes after the car left the showroom and themptly stopped. For some reason, modern
technology can put a man on the moon but canna gketck to work in the car.

Wiring the clock and radio to work takes basic glatic knowledge. You will probably have to
replace the wires for both. The radio can be taart and any errant parts replaced. As can
the clock.

Books are available on how to make a radio andekand most electronic stores have
components for both. It may take some doing tdlggtclock back in action, but the radio
should be fairly simple.

Vintage cars usually have crank up windows, pughfauwindows” and manual seats that have
to be cranked forward by pulling a lever and seaptip or back. Unlike cars today, they do not
have “power” windows that operate electronicallypower seats that, with the push of a button,
move back or forth.

Most of the electronic equipment in the vintagesaa@nsisted of a radio, clock (that never
worked), and lights. To get any of these thing&aok, you need limited knowledge about
electronics.

Quick Tip:

A store like Radio Shack has everything you nege@tdhat vintage radio working again. The

staff is also knowledgeable. If you take the radjdhey can help you find the parts that you
need
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Chapter 10 — Reassembly

Before you begin reassembling the car, make satestrerything works. Do a test of the lights,
the engine and the doors. The brake pads and sitatdd be new. Then you can start to
reassemble the car.

Begin by putting the interior back together suclihasseats. Make sure that everything is secure
before doing anything else as you do not want @ lta remove these again. Then you can
continue by putting on the doors.

After that, put on the hood, hard top and trunkteAthis is completed, add the chrome as well
as any exterior accessories.

Finally, when the car is completely put back togetistart it up. If everything has been done
correctly, it should start up with no problem.

Chances are that you will notice something thabisquite right in the car after you have
reassembled it. No one is perfect and after ealzlygu may have regrets on “things you would
have done differently.” Realize that you are npt@fessional restorer and that this is your first
job. Take any mistakes in stride and vow not tk@them again on your next project.

If you have gotten to this point, and your car weoas well as looks good on the road, you have
successfully completed your first restoration pcgjeongratulations!

Those who have completed their first restoratienadten discouraged when someone has to
make a crack about something that they did wrokggin, take any criticism in stride and learn
from any mistakes that you made. If you followkd instructions of this book, you started on a
vehicle that was inexpensive and in decent shapedm with. This was a first project for you,
and with each restoration project, you will getidet

It is more important that you enjoyed working oe firoject and completing it than it being
“perfect.” While some people enjoy competing imtam shows for prizes with their perfectly
restored cars, others just enjoy being able tdlsatythey did this themselves.

Quick Tip:

Be proud of your accomplishment. You took an atchad got it to run and look good when

driving on the road. Not everyone can do thatwNloat you have learned how to perform this
extensive restoration work, you can continue tokaorimprove your craft
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Chapter 11 — Where To Get Help

During the course of your restoration project, yo@ bound to run into a snag or two. Or three
or fifty. This is natural, especially for yourdirproject. This is why itis so important to
network with other restoration enthusiasts.

Vintage car restoration is more than just a hohtgraft. It is a whole way of life. There are
people who are totally fanatical about it and spmdt of their weekends at auto shows. Then
there are those who really enjoy doing this ingtaenings or on weekends like anyone would
enjoy a hobby.

Thanks to the internet, there are even more waythése who are embarking on their first
restoration project to get help. Before beginningr project, check out the following:

1. The local library. There are dozens of books airyierary on car repair and body work.
Best of all, the library is free, as long as yoe lin the area and did not get kicked out due to
having too many overdue books.

2. Meet-Up groups. Go to a local meet-up for car esithsts. This is an easy way to find
others who share your interests and live in theesarea. Meet up groups can be found on
the internet if you go to meetup.com. If thereaas a meet up group in your neighborhood or
local area, start one. Although you can find infation online, if you join a local group, you
can actually borrow tools from other restorers sak money on renting or purchasing
equipment.

3. Online forums. There are hundreds of websitesod¢ell to vehicle restoration. Join them.
You can find just about any answer to any quediptooking online. Most car enthusiasts
are only too glad to share their knowledge. Inficelyourself to others and become part of
the community.

4. Auto shops. Visit your local auto parts dealer aed if they have advice or help. Chances
are that they have also worked on vintage autos£andecommend products or a store.

5. Classic Car Association. Join an association wiietecan get help from the members. You
may have to pay a fee for this, but in exchanga,wil get newsletters and information on
where to get the best deals on parts as well agpka show your car.

6. Magazines. Subscribe to magazines for auto reégtoranthusiasts. In addition to learning
new tips and techniques for restoring your car, gau also find ads for the ever growing
parts industry.

7. Ebay. Check out the deals on used books on EldhyAarazon for car restoration. These
can be found at a discount off of the regular priteu may also be able to find the original
manual for your car online.

8. Classic Car Shows. Attend classic car shows im goea and talk to the owners of the cars.
People who attend these shows have most likely lestaring automobiles for quite some
time. They are extremely proud of their craft @ader to talk about it with anyone who
wants to listen. Be willing to listen and leararfr them. You may even find a mentor.

9. Local Body Shop. If you really run into a snag letworking on the body of the car, talk to
the owner of your local body shop and see if hener of his guys would be willing to help
you out on the side for a bit of cash. This apleg the mechanical aspect, too. If you are
really in a bind and cannot do something, ask &ph Chances are it will cost you less if
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you pay someone than if you keep attempting tdhdgdb yourself with no luck.

10.Professional Restoration Shops. These can be fonimte. Although they are in the
business of doing this for a living and will scaffany amateur who attempts to do this craft
in their garage, they will be willing to lend arr@ad give you some advice.

As with anything, the more knowledge and resouyoeshave, the better off you are. Look for
resources and knowledge wherever you can and centinlearn about this craft so that you can
improve your skills.

Quick Tip:

Remember that you are working on restoring an ald ¢/ou are not performing brain surgery

on a family member. While you should take a cemalile amount of pride in anything that you
do, keep the entire project in perspective andaldeel like a failure if you have to ask for help
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Chapter 12 — Care Of Your Restored Car

Your restored car should be kept in a heated garagecovered during the winter. Chances are
that you spent a lot of time and money working oancar and you want to make sure that it
stays in good condition.

If you live in an area where it is warm and dryshof the time, like Arizona, you can take the
car out throughout the year. If you live in a it where there is snow and ice, you will not
want to take the car out during the winter monthle salt that is put down on the road will play
havoc on the body of the car you so painstakingggared.

As is the case with any car, you should be such&mge the oil, rotate the tires and perform a
tune up of the engine every year. Start it upquicially in the winter and keep the gas tank
filled.

Any car will respond to such treatment by contiguio run smoothly. By treating your car with
care, you will be able to enjoy it for years to @mm
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Chapter 13 — Professional Car Restoration

Professional car restoration is often used by @eaplo collect antique or vintage cars and want
them restored in pristine condition. Professiaraalrestoration often strives for the Concours
d’Elegance as this is the highest level of restomat Cars who meet this degree of restoration
look better than when they left the showroom.

Although it is difficult for an amateur to achie@®ncours d’Elegance when it comes to car
restoration, it is not impossible. Much will degehowever, on how much money you are
willing to sink into the project.

If you are a collector, you will most likely serfetcar to a professional restorer to have it
brought up to the highest standards possible. dftes costs tens of thousands of dollars.
Professional car restoration employs state of theeehnology and equipment to literally take a
car apart and put it back together again.

An amateur can learn much from manuals and coufseed on professional car restoration.
Remember to keep the project in perspective. iShascar that you are working on - not a matter
of life or death. If you have the time and theige® do the job right, you achieve perfection.

Most people who have been restoring cars for aendmld selling them for profit consider
themselves “professional car restorers.” Techlyictdis is so. They are making a profit from
their craft; that earns them the title of doin{pitofessionally.” These people can be excellent
mentors to those who are just starting out.

There are a number of websites on the internedrfieaf professional car restoration services.
Most of them repeat the same mantra that it is tsgible” for amateurs to do a good job and
that to achieve quality, you have to...take yourtoahem. This copy is added to these websites
to make it seem as though a guy in his garageltssigely no chance of restoring his car and is
just wasting his time and money. It is a markeptay, nothing more.

If you follow the tips outlined in this book, youllhbe able to restore your car. You need to
have patience and the desire to learn - nothing mmathing less. Besides, of course, the money
for parts.

Quick Tip:

Ignore the anti-amateur dialog on the professioteal restoration sites and do not let it dissuade
you from learning this craft. What one man cansti¢an another
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Chapter 14 - Car Shows

If you join the Classic Car Association, you wi# bntitled to newsletters that will give you an
opportunity to find out where the auto shows inryaxea are.

For your first venture, you may want to join a clb in the area and exhibit your car at the
neighborhood car show. Just about every neighloorhas these type of exhibits. You can
usually enter the exhibit for free. There are negs and no fee for anyone to take a look. You
simply sit there with the hood of the car open a#l as the doors and allow people to see your
car. You have to constantly remind kids not tactau

If you have ever been to one of these neighborlsboavs, you know how it operates. You can
spend the day chatting with other car enthusiabtswill give you constructive criticism about
your car, whether you ask or not, and make a feandis.

At first you may not be as protective of your autimte as the others who have been doing this
for a while. Most of them would rather you moldetir wife than touch their car. However, as
time wears on and you participate in a few showd,@serve people who seem to let their kids
run wild as they attempt to jump into your car, yaill also become more vigilant in watching
your car.

After you have gotten a bit more confident in yoar restoration abilities, you may choose to
participate in an antique car club show. Thereaat&ue car clubs located all over the United
States. You can find these easily enough on tleeniet. Chances are that some of your buddies
may be able to tell you other places where youesduibit your car.

Many of the antique car clubs have monthly showshich auto restorers compete with one
another for prizes. Most of the prizes are non etary. Plaques and trophies are often awarded
in different categories.

When you have reached the level of Concours d’'HElegiayou can participate in one of the large
antique car shows that occur each year in the Uidtates. Some of the most popular car shows
are held annually at Meadow Brook Michigan.

Another exciting venue for car restoration enthstsigs the annual antique car exhibition and
auction held at Hilton Head, South Carolina. Thersesome of the top shows in the country. In
addition to exhibition, some car owners auctionrtbars to the highest bidder.

One of the oldest car show events is the StoweSGaw in Vermont. This has been held every
year for over fifty years. The Stowe Car Showns of the most beloved classic car shows in
the United States.

Car restoration enthusiasts travel each year tonget to participate in this show. Prizes are
given in several different categories, includingifterior design, exterior excellence and overall
restoration quality.

All types of vintage cars can enter this show. eHgu will see everything from Muscle Cars of
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the 1970s to Veteran Cars that were built prioMa1.

The most prestigious classic car show in the Urfiitades is the Concours d’Elegance at Pebble
Beach. This features the créeme de le creme oésibred classic cars. The prizes for the show
range from $200,000 to $400,000 and there arepaiges for the street show as well, in which
cars are judged on how well they run.

Most classic auto shows have requirements for éxdnb Take a look around and see if you can
find one that will suit the type of car that yowbkaestored. There are some that only feature
cars from the 1950s, while others only want pre-Wtdrs. There are classic car shows for just
about every era of cars.

If you have restored one of the fun cars from t8&0E or 1970s, you can also find a car show in
which to exhibit your car. Many people are watchine cars that they grew up with being
turned into “classics” because of the interest&ird.” Young people today admire the 1970s
and 1980s and there is more of a calling to shatored cars from that era, particularly the
tacky ones such as the AMC Gremlin and Pacer.

The nice thing about joining a car club is that yy@eome a member of a community. You will
get to meet with other people who are also intetest restoring cars and learn different
technigues and tips from them.

Once you have made the decision to restore aaiarppe of the local clubs so that you can get

help from others who will be glad to share theiokaedge and experience with a novice car
restorer.
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Chapter 15 — Where To Get Parts

There are many different ways to get the partsytbatneed to restore your car. One of the best
places to go is on the internet. You can do algsg@arch on vintage parts for the type of car that
you are restoring and will probably come up witbhuach of sites.

The best ways to find parts for your restoratiomeunt include the following:

* Internet auction sites

* Vintage car parts websites

* Swap meets with other car enthusiasts

» Junk yards (although this can be difficult if yone aestoring a popular model)
* Restoration shops

* Auto parts store

* Magazine ads

You can find scores of different portals on theiinet for those who are interested in antique car
restoration. These will direct you to anything yaed.

Thanks to the internet, vintage car restorationrfea&r been easier. By joining an online

community and using this valuable tool, you canordy get assistance from other people who
also enjoy this craft, but also find the parts §@i need to make your restoration a success.
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Chapter 16 — Twenty Quick Tips For Car Junkies

By now, you are probably all hyped up to restoraryear. Before you get started, make sure
that you read the following “quick tips” to makersuhat your project goes well:

Tip One: Protect Your Paint Job

When you are re-assembling your restored cargatsteliing that you want to do is to damage the
new paint job. There are ways when you are assegible bumpers, hood, trunk lid, doors and
windshield that can help you avoid any damage éqohint. They include:

» Use shims when installing the fenders so that ywnat damage the paint and it remains
flush with the body of the car;

» Use new hinge mounts if keeping the original hood twunk lid as the mounts tend to get
rusty and may make it difficult to close flush witte body of the car;

* Replace all weather stripping on the windows anadaiield before putting back on the car.

Tip Two - Emblemsand Trim
Make sure that you use the correct emblems andidtncame with the car. These can be

purchased at the same place where you purchaseabparts. Do not allow your car to go
unfinished without the necessary emblems and trim.

Tip Three - Getting Your Car Ready for Paint

After you have used a power sander to sand downgarymake sure that you wash and dry it
thoroughly before applying primer. Automotive tagan be used to tape up anything that you do
not want painted. Just prior to using the pringerpver everything again with a magnetic cloth
to make sure that you have not missed anything.

Tip Four - Yellowed Headlights

If you are lucky enough to have the original hegiuls on your car, they may have gotten yellow
with age. This is normal when a car is older. réhere several different methods for getting the
yellow out of the headlights and restoring themeav.

Some people claim using toothpaste will get thelhglats back to pristine condition. There is a
product, however, called Permatex, that will restiwe yellowed headlights like new. It can be
found at your local auto parts store.

Tip Five - Small Rust Spots

Small rust spots can be rubbed out with an abrasde Larger rust spots will have to be
removed with a power tool, such as a power samdehias an abrasive head.
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Tip Six - Rent Equipment
One of the reasons you should join a car club fstbthe best places to rent equipment in your
area. Most of the equipment, such as the poweayspffor painting and the power sander as

well as the detailer, are very expensive. Yousare money by renting this equipment at a
rental store.

Many truck rental stores rent power equipment daify or hourly basis. If you cannot borrow
the equipment from someone in your auto club, yay be better of renting the equipment.

Tip Seven - Wash and Wax By Hand

Do not take your car to an automatic car wash. tMdbthem have wire brushes that can damage
your car. Take care of your car by hand washirthveaixing it. Make sure that you protect the
new paint and body that it took you so long to txea

Tip Eight - Protect Your self

Enough cannot be said about this. Make sure yar weespirator when you are working on
your car as well as goggles. More accidents happt#re home than any place else.

Tip Nine - Use an Air compressor

When you have washed the car and want to makettsairé is absolutely dry, use an air
compressor to be certain that all of the wateuisodthe car. The last thing you need is for the
car to be damaged with moisture.

Tip Ten - Usea Car Cover

Even in a heated garage, treat the object of yfiecteon, which is now your restored car, as a
cherished piece of property. Investin a car colvat will keep it warm, even in the heated
garage. It can also protect it against bikes bslagimed against it by your kids.

Tip Eleven - Brake Pads and Rotars

Make sure that you replace the brake pads andsrotathe car on a regular basis. Do not just
replace the pads as they can cause the rotarmtb gr

Tip Twelve - Save The Chrome

If you are restoring a car from the 1950s, do wiloat can to repair the chrome. Chrome is very

expensive to replace and repairing the chrome hnaheaper. There are certain chrome shops
in the country that will do this work for you, ooy can attempt to do it yourself. There are dips
that you can use to clean the chrome, but thegx@ensive as well.

Tip Thirteen - Replace Wires
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Most of the electrical wiring in the car is probybhot. You are better off to replace the wires
instead of trying to repair any existing wires.

Tip Fourteen - Wooden parts

Some cars have wooden dashboards or panels. Wstadtation is similar to metal restoration.
The wood should be stripped and varnished sotthatks like new.

Tip Fifteen - Farming Out Work

If you need help, do not hesitate to farm out &@ief work to a professional. In most cases, this
will be cheaper than if you try to do it yoursetidtehave to repeat the process or hire someone
else.

Tip Sixteen - Replace Window Wiper Bladesand Spark Plugs

This seems like common sense, but you would beaisetpat how many people attempt to
restore a vintage car and try to clean the spargpinstead of simply replacing them. This is

one thing that it really pays to replace rathenttepair.

Take the windshield wiper blades off of the cambefputting the new blades in so you do not
scratch your car.

Tip Seventeen - Invest in a Lift

If you do not have a car lift in your garage, noaynie a good time to get one. You can work a
lot easier under the car with a proper lift, and inuch safer as well.

Tip Eighteen - Car Kits

There are many different car kits that are avadldddth online and at your auto parts shop that
can help you with the mechanical aspect of youoration. Car kits are made for most types of
cars on the market and offer everything that yoedrte rebuild and engine or transmission. You
are sometimes better off buying a kit than tryiadptiy each part yourself.

Tip Nineteen - Clean the exhaust pipe

Do not forget to clean and polish the exhaust pipgée car. This can easily be removed after
you have removed the engine. You want this toké@ann addition, make sure that you clean
the undercarriage of the car as well.

Tip Twenty - Do not forget the trunk

Trunks are usually lined with a carpet like substatoday. Years ago, trunks were not lined.
Make sure that you restore the interior of the krag well as the body. Although itis not
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normally opened during car shows, you will wanh&ve the car totally restored.
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Chapter 17 — Top Websites For Car Junkies

When you are on the internet, make sure that yealchut the following websites for classic car
fans everywhere. At these sites you can get mpseand find out where all of the best shows
are.

Most of the sites have forums that you can joinneh@u can feel free to ask questions of other
car enthusiasts. This is one of the best waysamlabout the process of restoring a car.

The classic car sites that you will want to cheakinclude:

1. Jay Lenos Garage - Jay Leno is a classic car totland often offers tips on how to not only
restore a car, but what to buy.

2. Overhaulin - This is a classic car website that alféers restoration tips for the do it yourself
auto restorer.

3. Classic Cars. This is another information site e forums and directories where you can
not only find car parts, but talk with other catlarsiasts.

4. Muscle Cars. This site is just about muscle cadsheas a forum as well as many different
articles about restoring these powerful vehicles.

5. Antique Cars. Photographs and forums for antiguecollectors of all types. This is yet
another site that is helpful for both the experezhand the novice vintage car restorer.

You can also find videos and more tips on restoymgy old car by checking out some places
online. Just about everything you need is at ymgertips if you have access to the internet.
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Chapter 18 — The Car Is Yours!

No matter how you got there, the car of your dreaos belongs to you. You have lovingly
restored it to as close to its original conditiapassible. You should be proud to show it off to
others and take it for a spin on the street.

Do not allow others to stop you from what you windlo with your car restoration project.
Although the standards of car restoration calkfging to restore the car to the original
condition, if you want to do something unique, fisgd. The car is yours.

When your car is finished, look on it with prigeven if it did not come out “perfect.” Very few
of us get to “perfect” if ever, but especially amrdirst try. It is more important that you enjalye
the experience of restoring the car.

If you decide that you want to restore another ttemn take a look in the papers and auto news to
find one that is in decent enough condition toaessin your garage, but cheap enough to buy.

Remember to use whatever expertise you have whgnda car for restoration. |If, for
example, you are an auto mechanic, you should donething that looks decent on the outside
but does not run. If body work is more your thitiggn you should look for a car that is a mess
on the outside, but still gets around.

Also, it is very important to befriend others wha are working on this hobby. Although you
may enjoy your time to yourself when working on year, you will still need the knowledge
and support of other people during the course af yestoration.

Restoring your classic car can lead to a wholewewid. It can give you an excellent hobby
that you will enjoy for years to come, open up ddor new friendships and even earn you
prizes and money.

Bear in mind that restoring your vintage car shddddone for enjoyment, not for money. If
you go into this craft out of the love of cars,togsg your car will be and enjoyable and
rewarding. Best of all, you will have new confideras you continue to practice the art of
vintage car restoration.
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